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k. WHAT WAS THE ORIGIN OF MOP 


MILITARY CONSCRIPTION AND W 
WERE SOME OF THE LEFECTS? 


The first military conscription law in the m« 
eense was passed in France in 1708. |t prescribe. 
liability of young men to serve if required from 
twenlicth to twenty-hith year of age. 


Col. Frederick Natusch, €.8., wrote in the ele 
edition of the Eacyclonedia Brittantca (1910): 


There is perhaps no Jaw on the statute-booka of an 
nalion which has exercised a more SJat-reaching influem 
on the future of humanity than this Hitle-known Freac 
act of 1798, introduced by General Jourdan to the Counc 
of the 500, for it was ghe power thus conferred upen th 
French government which alone rendered the Napoleon 
policy of conquest possible, 


“T can afford ta expend thirty thousand m 
month!” this boast of Napoleon’s, made to Metterni 
Schonbraun in 1805, has determined the trend of ¢ 
from that day forward, not only on the battlefield 
also in the workshops, and forms even at the presen 
the chief guaranice for peace, stability and econ 
development upon the continent of Europe. (Italics 


plied.) 


What had become of this guarantee of peac 
1914? by 1939? 


To continue from the Encyclopedia Brittanica; 


The essential importance of the event lies in thi 
that ot a critical moment this law, passed by an obscer 
body of men—abaolutcly in defiance of thie opinion of th 
etealest teformer that France et that moment had di: 
covered, Carust, and of tle feclings of a very Sarge pr 
portion of the whule community-—-became permanent b 
the action of causea ect in motion by Napulcon, whic 
ee compelled all Furope to adopt similar Jegi: 
alion, 


Prussia pursued this Napoleonic idea of conserii 
to its logical conclusion, and in 1906 “definitely afli 
the principle of universal service without distinctic 
class or right of exemption by purchase.” Can an 
doubt the disastrous resulis for the world of 125° 


[3] 
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of German military conscription? Japan introduced con- 
scription in 1873, Y. Takata in his Conscription System 
in Japan, after mentioning the adeption of conscription 
in France and then in Prussia, said: 


It was natural that the Japanese authorities, who 
Were in pressing need of a new military aystem, should 
follow the European example. The adeption of the sys: 
teu was, however, nut an easy matter. Sirong objections 
were raised against this new system, for it wag nol com- 
patible with the feudal spirit, with which the whule 
people were saturated. 


In 1926, Prominent cilizens of fourteen countries 


signed a manifesto to give substance to President Wilson's 
earlicr proposal to make conscription illezaul in all coun- 
tries aflitiated in the League of Nations. This plea read: 


We call for eome definite stens toward complete die 
armament and the demilitarizing of the mind of civilized 
mations. Fhe most effective measure toward this would 
be ihe universal abolition ef conscription. We there 
fore, ask the Learuc of Nations to propose the aboli- 
tion of compulsory military service in all countries as 4 
first slep toward true disarmament. [t is our belied that 
eonscript armics, with their large corps of professional 
oficers, are the grave menace to peace. Conscription in 
volves the desradation of humay personality and the de 
@iruction of liberty. 


2. WHAT PROPOSALS ARE BEING MADE FOR 
PEACETIME CONSCRIPTION ON THE 


2K A WIA FIP re'rs STATES 
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The May Baill, IER. 3947, introduced January 21, 
111, by Chairman Andrew J. May of the Jlouse Military 
Affairs Connuittec, would provide that every young man 
upon attaining the age of 17 or upen the commpietion of 


which school, whichever first occurs, shall be inducted into 


the army or navy for a period of one year for military 
truining, For eight years he would be curolied in the 
This bill 
would become effective whea the present Selective Train- 
ing am] Service Act expires, 


reserves and subject io refresher training. 


5S. 701 and IER. 1866 were introducod February 11, 
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19.43, by Senator Chan Gurney, of South Dakots 
Representative James W. Wadsworth, of New York. 
provides that every male citizen and every male 
shall, upon attaining the age of 18 years or within 
years thereafier, be subject to military training am 
be inducted into the army or navy for a period « 
yeer, Then he shali be enrolicd as a reserve in th 
er naval forces for four years, and subject to adit 
refresher training. This would become effect 
months after the war is ended. There have be 
hearings on either the May Bill or the Gurney-Wad: 


Bill. 


Accarding ta the New York Times of April 27, 
a proposal for a universal military training syste: 
submitted to the Hlouse Commiltee on Post War A] 
Policy by Brigadier General Palmer. The Wasi 
Post, in a front page article on May 11, 194-4, sa 
“the Army and Navy have agreed upon the basic « 
of a program for universal mililary service after th 
but the Budget Bureau is keeping the plan under 
The Army-Navy plan scems to contenyplate the p 
of some sort a national service lesislation sincc 
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ate ae those physically disaualifed {c 
Giuacs ti aining 107 VEU Poyseandy MLS] Wate 1 
bat duty ‘who will be destined for war industries. 
year’s military training for every male citizen of m 


age is proposed.” 


Live ers «al rruili tary training hac 1c sheen advorated 
= =e ae militar y Te Tt Fe eee nD" Bree Wa ate hw if EE eh 


Inte Secretary of Navy Knox, Major General Ji. 
head of Selective Service, J, Edgar Jloover, of the J 
Bureau of investigation, and others in the zovernox 


3. WIAT WERE THE CHIEF REASONS ' 
LED TO THE REJECTION GF PEACE 
CONSCRIPTION IN 1920? 

Some of the reasons advanced in Congress . 


the adoption of peacetime canse ription im 1920 w 
following: 


a. The excessive cost and burden of re 
taxation 


b. The resultant redaction of the nation’s 1 


ES] 
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tivity and standard of Fis, ould amotnt to 
perhaps one billion dollars annually, in addition 


to the cost of the prograns iself; 


CG 
4 


The fect that the United States woukl be coru- 
milted to a policy of militarism similar to that 
which had developed in Germany under the 


tion, the pre. igh rate of discharge for physical 
mental deficien. cs (tens of thousands every menth a 
from batile casnalties) indicates that the Army prov 
no over-all solution. 


What is needed instead is very complex-—(1) be 
food and nutrition for children, (2} more adequate m 


hatser; : eal care and hospitalization for those who need it thre 
the development both of private and public facilit 
d. The fact that the United States’ effort in World (3) an enlarged Public Health Service to combat 
War I had not been delaved by Jack of trained dermics and venereal disease; (4) £ much hetter phy: 
soldiers despite the popular assumption to the education program in eur schools with periadic mec 
contrary. (it was allezed that the delay was and dental examinations; (5) stress on games and sy 
actually in the obtaining of equipment.) ; and exercises that can be continued with enthusiasr 
bd later life. A year of military training will not overe 
e. The training, like battleships and other material ae : : z - : 
: i : a lifetime of bad environment. 
preparations, becomes ob<olete rapidly and con- 
sequently “ ‘unlearnine and relenr rnine” Nrocraces 
a SS fl at oes I’ re LoT Le 
would be necessary if and when war returned; 
; §& WHAT HAVE EDUCATIONAL BODIES 
f, The manpower loss mizht be keenly felt on the 
farms, even more than in the factories; and SAY ABOUT TiLE EDUCATIONAL VAT 
! 
: . : OF MILITARY DRILL? 
g. An efficient and voluntary system of physical edu- 
cation carricd out locally would produce a much With the exception of those bodics whose mem 
ep onuce population with a more resourceful ; receive federal or private moncy for milftary tras 
spirit if defense were needed in the future. : (The Association of Land-Grant Colleges and Universi 
: The Association of State Universilies, and The Asac 
; tion of Military Schools and Colleges) no educationz 
4, WOULDN'T FF BE A GOOD THING TO 3 sociation has gone on record, to our knowledze, favo 
ADOPT MILITARY TRAINING FOR ITS : military drill in the schools ag good education. 
, PHYSICAL RENELFITS TO EVERY YOUNG American Physical Education Association, the World | 
MAN? eration of Education Associations, the Departmen 
£ . . ' e « 
Superintendents of the National Education Associa! 
Some men do benefit physically from life in the eons ee en peeni eG peeine) ae ue on YS 
Army or Navy, with much beiter food, often, than they Jersey, Massachusetts, Virginia and New Youk, all | 
a : . ; : E gone on record onnposine milltary troinine asa the 
Had wl home, ViInGorous Exercise, regular hours arnicl out- oa = TPP ere py aia po were py 
door activily. Mutvover, it is (rue that the perrentane type of training for young people. 
of ee i ae “d military service reveals The Department of Superintendence of the Nati 
& en 1: de ack o physical ness a the United! States, Education Agsuciatian eaid: 
Major General Lewis B, Hershey, Director of Selective 
Service, said on February 25, POd4, that more than half We must teach our punila ta make the passage fran 
of the recistrants were failing to pass physical and mental Jove of country to lave af manlind, love of humanity, « 
; ‘ iti hich civilization feaches us ta make, bet 
tests. with 3,500.00 fees sail aoe transition wh ' | 
3 vite OOOK Ooalready chassified 4-F, However, which the spirit of military drill cannet make, but rather 
even after rejecting this lacce pe cceptivce before induc- tends to prevent. 
fé] "4 [7] 
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a The New York State Commission enid: 


The kind of obedience that ie fostered in military 
Waining is not the hind that issts, It is a temporary 
subjection ef the will, which often leads to preater dis 
obedience when mifitary pressure is removed, 


| The New Jersey State Commission on Military Train- 
ing in High Schools reported: 


It is a psychological fallacy to spppese that obedience 
to military authority, indecd, obedience exacted under any 
Peculiar circumstauces, may outematicaly be translated 
into the general habit of obedience, ‘The saine*may Le 
eaid of such qualities av alertness, industry, trothfulnese, 
tic, Htois by no means capable of demonstration that 
those who have had military training, er have been sub- 
ject 10 military discipline, are superior to other citizene 
in the possession of these qualities. 


6. WITAT ARE PROMINENT EDUCATIONAL 
BODIES SAYING NOW ABOUT ADOPTING 
POST-WAR CONSCRIPTION? 


“Goes America Want Conscription as a Peacetime 
Policy?” asks the Journal of the National Education 
Association. Then it quotes, “one of the most important 
pronouncements ever nade by leaders of the teaching 
profession,” the statement adupted Maich 13, L94b, by 
the Educational Policies Commission of the National Edu- 
cation Association and the American Association of 
School Administrators and the Problems and Plans Com- 
mittee of the American Council on Education. There 
bodies said in part: 


In our judgment it is unwise to commit the nation 
at this time to a year of universal military service for the 
folluwing reasons... No hasic change is necessary to 
provide required military personnel, net only for the 
period of the war, but also for the period immediately fol- 
flowing the defeat of aur enemies... A question which 
must be appraised in fone-rance terms, In these termes it 
is clearly impossible to dehate fairty and intelisently the 
question ef whether cempulsury rilitury service is a ne 
Nonal military necessity... 


Until the post-war national eituation tg clarifier, is 
hetms fo td extremely wuwise and even dangerous ta come 
mit the nation to auch a revolutionary chenze in fanda 
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montal national policy... Gur American tradition 14 
strongly set against @ large standing army... Men now 
in military eervice should hove a voice im determining 
the desirability and eoundncas of compulsory military 
service 4. 


The American people are fighting this war with the 
high hope that it will eventuste in an enduring peace. 
We all look for messutea of internetional cooperation 
which will reduce the necessity for lame scale post-war 
military establislinent, If, against the background of 
these great expectations, a year of compulsory militate 
training is urged, many Americans will interpret) such 
action as a signal for tho return of the cynicism of tie 
2920.8 or as an admission that we shall all continue to 
live in an armed canip and that the hopes of a more 
peaceful world are not to be realized, 


@. ISNCT A SYSTEM OF CONSCRIPTIO 
REALLY DEMOCRATIC? 


There are two major aspecis of democracy—equa! 
and liberty. There is often a fraternal benefit from t 
associations in the ranks of the military, But docs a 
onc scriously contend that the armed services have sis 


equal opportunily, rank, or recognition to, for examy 
the Negro? 


Conscription particularly vintates the second elem 
of democracy—liberty. Many of our most stalwart ¢ 
zens ere descended from men and women who came 
America to escape the systems off cunseription in Us 
counirics. Conscription tends to limit academic freede 
the right of the press to criticize government policies a 
political and military leaders, and tends to discourse 
peaceful means of international cooperation. 


There is a great deal to be said in favor of a se 
of obligation to serve the community. [t is not cle 
however, that that sense of obligation can be devcloy 
best by compulsion, Tiere is a great diiference betwe 
service rendered to the con:munity from a sense of du 
and service rendered to the nation under compul. 
The assumption has been that ene makes his best ¢. 
tribulien to the national life of America hy doing se + 
as he can the work which he hag selected Cov linsel f. 


[9] 
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Compulsory natianal gervice, even including other 
than ee service, micht have the effect of Bee nariias 
ng ine Siaic aid ac oeray ALTE ine d dilnc wiies oi vuiuniary 
local services. Conscripted men could hardly be assigned 
to a private or voluntary welfare instiiution. Might not 
the result be to increase still more the degree to which 
people tcan on the state antl permit the stale to manage 
their lives? Are we seady for such a departure from 
traditions which have made ours a great country? 


7 nmaArr WE NEED Owe Weer ryerinn Tr «at 
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INDIVIDUAL IS TO HAVE A FAIR CHANCE 
TO SURVIVE LN BATTLE? 


It is often argued that adequate training saves lives 
in battle, that to send men into battle, untrained, is mut- 
der, that conscription would assure each soldicr the neces- 
sary training lo prevent that particular form of murder. 


This argument is suund to the extent that men in 
battle have a betler chance for survival rf they know how 
to do what must be done with the least exposure of them- 
selves. But warfare is not less fatal when fought be. 
tween highiy trained armics, One purpose of military 
training is tu teach men how to kill the enemy. The 
true saving of lives is effected by preventing war, not by 
teaching men how to kill each other. 


Furthermore, there is little evidence that conscription 
actually maintains efficient standards, even in’ killing. 
During years of peace the training tends to become per- 
functory and every war finds pew methods which have 
to be learned hy experience. There is a good deal to be 
anid for the idea that alertness and indcpendenrr of mind 
aic better fife preservers in war than a well-trained mill- 
tavy procedtire that js a littl: ant of date. 


9. WOULD NOT CONSCRIPTION PREVENT 
SUDDEN ATTACKS LIkE PEARL 
TMARBOR? 


Poland, Norway, Beleitin, the Netherlands, France, 
Greeee, Russia, Yorostaviae all had econseriptton and all 
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were atiacked without warning. With the Slushrre; 
methods, the only way to prevent that sort of attack i 
id prevent war. Sti Gig iiitary Prepay: itiOHS ATE Ai in 
citernent to sudden attack rather Uian a safeguard agains 
it, because sudden surprise attack offrrs the only hop 


of success in such a case. 


10. IS NOT CONSCRIPTION NECESSARY Te 
MAN THE BASES AND MAINTAIN THi 
FLEETS TO KEEP US SAFE AFTER TH: 
WAR? 


A program which makes our safety depend on base 
all over the world and on Iects and forces stronger tha 
those of other countries is a policy leading to war. | 
we seck security that way, other nations may be expecter 
to do likewise. We shall have ne grounds for objection 
and our alicinpts to pain security and theirs will be sur 
to elash if we follow that line. Not security, but war 


is the result cf such a policy. 


ll. BUT IS NOT CONSCRIPTION “EEDED TC 


PROTECT US FROM THE JEALOUSY 01 
IMPOVERISHED NEIGHBORS AFTE: 


THE WAR? 


The poverty of our neighbors will injure us mor 
than their ageression could. Wealth requires the abilit 
to produce and exchange gouds; no device has been foun 


‘to enable us to do that satisfactorily within our countr 


except through the aid of ade with our neiDbore, “Eh. 
best way ta protect ourselves fromm Bnpoverished neigh 
bors is to share generously in the world program a 
recenst Puchi, 50 that they Prcly he restored to prosper 
and may help, by their trade, to maintain our urosperity 
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12. ISN'T CONSCRIPTION NECESSARY FOR 
NATIONAL SECURITY ? 


The assumption that national security can be found 
in national armed force is totally fal-e. National armed 
force gives not sccurily, but a gamlider’s hope of victory. 
Security requires mere; it requires the prevention of war, 
War cannot be prevented by armed force, because each 
Bicp # nation takes to inercase ifs own security thereby 
decreases the security of its neighbors, Security itself 
is the chicl paipese of national policy; mations are more 
willing to Geht for it than for any other singlé objective. 
So a system in which cach step lo mcrease one’s security 
threatens that of his neighbor is a svstem whicli makes 
security wupossthle and war inevitalde, Security cannot 
be attained through national military power; it can be 
attained only in world order. 


Conscription a3 a permauent policy is hostile ta world 
order. World order requires world organization with 
provision for peaceful seulement of disputes, provision 
for efleciive cooperation on common problems and for 
orderly change of conditions which have become unsatis- 
factory; it requires, as Secretary Cordell Hull put it 
(March 2], 1941) “adjustment of armaments in such a 
way that the rule of law cannot be successfully chal- 
Jenged.” 


Conscription may be so regulated, as in the case of a 
small country like Switzerland, that the country does not 
thereby beconie a threat to the rest of the world, But 
Conscription as a general policy does not give security; 
its tendency 1s against security because it lends to em- 
phasize reliance on armed power Instead of emphasizing 


loyal participation in the adequnte world organization 
which is the only nieans by which real security ean be 


aitained, 
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One of the main tasks of such a world organization 
would be to reduce and Jimi national armaments. Unless 


it succeeds in doing so, an international police wo 
have little chance of being effective. No imaginable in! 
national pelice could restrain Hussia now, or even 

United States. With reduction and limitation of art 


ments. the number af men m armed faresa want be 
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duced so much that there should be little difficulty 
obtaining sulficient volumtcers if the world should dec 
to maintain for a time an international police compo 
of military units. In any case, there is a certain re: 
tance aboul conscripting men to serve outside their co 
try under another authority than the government of t] 
ewn country. It is important not to over-estimate 
value of coercion in maintaining order in any commun 
including the community of nations. 


14, WOULDN'T CONSCRIPTION  ENIZAN 
Lu "Rater 
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NATION? 


Patriotism is a virtuc; a sense of duty to sive 
community should be developed in every cilizen, } 
can a young man get such an allitude better thn in 
experience of giving a year of service, with othcrs of 
own age from all kinds and conditions of men? 


It sometiincs happens that virtue practiced uy 
compulsion ceases to be virtue. When an irate alun 
told Dr, Jowett, of Balliol College, that compulsory 
tendance at chapel must be continued because the ch 
lay between compulsery religion and no relicion, 
ied, “The distinction, sir, is too subtle fur 
mind to apprehend.” Tt may be asked whether 
pulsory patriolism is not in danger of breaking d. 
into unpatriotism. 


Nulional unily as developed by couscripiion is Vi 
to be illusory. A conscription system with contin: 
Hiability for reserve service gives povernment exce: 
power over fudividuals, Twice, for example, French 
erninents disposed of railroad striles Ly mebiliziis 
strikers. A sense of suspicion is more likely to dev 
than a sense of national unity. 
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France in 1940, after a century ani a half of con- 
scription, was a sorry example of the allered patriotism 
and unity developed by conscription, One may ask, after 
looking: at France, whether or net the effect of conserip- 
tion is net such as to tend to numb patriotism, encourage 
distrust within the nation, and stunt the srowth of the 
sclf-discipline which is the basis of political integrity, 
National morale requires, rot the discipline of the drill- 
sergeant, but the self-discipline of the man who follows 
his conscience and takes the consequenccs. 


Conscription, long continued, tends to eliminate that 
sort of self-discipline because it exacts a heavy price for 
non-conformity, Was it just an accident that a free re- 
gious socicty such as the Society of Friends practically 
disappeared in Germany and France during a century 
of conscriplion? - Is there an impertant relationship be- 
tween spiritual freedom: and {recdom from military regi- 
mentation? What will America’s answer ana the world's 
answer to that question be? 


Additional copies may be obtained 
for Se each, or 50 fur £1.25 from the 
PEACE SECTION 
AMERICAN FIUENDS SERVICE COMMITEPEE 


20 SOUTH 121th STREET 
PHILATO LIVIA 7, FENNA, 
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| for the United States 
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If the Axis nations are to be completely disarmed 
after this war, why should the United States con- 
inue to maintain a gigantic military establishinent 
packed by national conscription? That would be 
he etartine siena? far an international armament 
acc, as surely as our passage of the Smoot-Hawicy 
Tariff Act precipilated world-wide economic repri- 
als and warfare. Anuc the consequences of interna- 
ional competition in conscription may well be 
lisastrous, 

National conscription does not fit inte the picture 
£ any genuine world police system. Since none of 
he victor nations intends to put its couscriptees 
mder the supreme authority of a world government, 
_— will be expendzble primarily for caren pur- 
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ioses. The very coistence 6f such potentialitics of 
ne ction and nrereccian muti a)) © frag wart l ranral mit 
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Wl faith in the adequacy of a general international 


irganization to preserve peace. 

The elimination of mammoth national armaments 
s therefore a prerequisite for the effective function- 
ng and authority of a supranational world agency. 
f{ no nition arms beyend what is nceessary for the 
naintenance of dumestic order, and if a sincere at- 
empl is made to provide opportunitics for peaceful 
hance looking to iniernational justice, then no armies 
wnder the guise of “patice” will he necessary, 

The peace system and the najitary systens are irree- 
meilahle. America’s choice of post-war conserip- 
ion al tlris juncture would be a vole against peace- 
ul organization of the world community. 
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lt would stand in the way of a dur- 


quiring dictatorial power and then plunging Eur 
into war. Prussia followed Napoleon’s lead, si 
when conscription has been the tap root of inter 
tional militarism, a deadly cancer spreading throu 
out Europe and threatening increasingly the ent 
structure of civilization. 

But the United States has stood pre-eminent am 
the mations as a land where men arc fice fiviss 3 


miliary scourge. For more than a century, thous 
of the staunchest men of Europe forsook home ; 
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pioneering in Amcrica to get away from the slav 
and slaughter of Evrope’s militarism, And when t 
looked upon the Statue of Liberty they saw it a 
positive guarantee of those decp desires. 


<) Universal military training is not 4 
” alternative to a big standing arr 


Secretary Stimson and Gencral Marshal] have 
cently cJaimed that a period of compulsory milit 
training for all able-bodied youth, and their sul 
quent incorporation into a reserve, would be a de! 
cratic substitute for the large standing army wh 
they say we must otherwise maintain. That is 
extraordinary claim! 

Universal conscription for one year of train 
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scripts cannot be trained withowt arms, tanks, 

planes, and a vast quantity of war material ‘Th 
punds of permanent oflicers, non-conunissioned 

cers, and caretakers of government property will 
needed. And there would be fat contracts for chi 
clothing, food, and other supplies. We would 5 
wilh an annual complement of 1,200,000 Lay 
reach the age of 17 every year. Also, year aricr y 
well Geer a aniflion would be gradusted to swell 
ranks of the reserves. On such a ba-is we would In 
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+ Peacetime conscription, vy nether for 
' military or labor purpo:es, is the 
itler way of solving unctiployment. 


Ominously enough, this was the road Jeading 
‘night into war by which we wiped OnE wnen loc 
“nt in the United States, attee: we had found no 
her way to do it. And now General Hershey, Diree- 
c of Selective Service, in speaking about demobiliza- 
m and unemployment, declares: “We can keep 
ople in the army about as cheaply as we could 
cate an agency for them when they are out.” 

If the United States cannot solve her unemploy- 
ent problem by a better means than military dole, 
‘we cannol go after the root causes of unemploy- 
ent and at once begin to make provi-ton for volun- 
ry employment in peaceful work of national and 
Lermulional service, then it wilk apjear that our 
untry has nothing better to offer mankind than a 
oadening and streamlining of Europe’s conscript 
ad to ruin. 


© Universal military training is the 
wrong education for peace, national 
ealth, the prevention of crime, tke 


trengthening of democracy, and sclf-— 


iscipline. 


Years ago HW. G. Wells pointed out thai the fate of 
viization hung on a race between education and 
nastrophe. Tle did not mean military education. 
hat is dlied with catastrophe. 

We do need better uational health, a wiser use of 
isure, more effective ways ef coping with crime, 
ore constriuclive ways of public discussion, more 
Yalt education and, undergirding all, self-disei-. 
line of the individual citizen resulting mu self{-dedica- 
ou to the good ef eur country and all mankind, But 
ris tremendous task cannot be accom pine “id | WY Citiii- 
nie iraining in the ways of violence. It could not 
e done in one year by any method; we must begin 
ich a program long before eur youihs reuch seven- 


- 


teen. Do we want to .«jcct into our civil educational 
system, will its decentralized local sclf{-determinstivr, 
this military camel’s nose of a regimented year of 
goosestepping education directed from Washington? 
Let us le careful lest we sell our democratic educa- 
tional birthright for a mess of military pottage. 
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Compulsory training for war would 
grant the State the overlordship of 
personal conscience. 


The present draft Jaw as interpreted and admin- 
istered by the national authorities has resulted in the 
hnnposition of prison sentences running from six months 
to five years for more than 4,000 conscientious objec: 
tors, according to figurcs given out by the Department 
of Justice covering the period from October 16, 1940 
to July 3, 1944. That this be 80 Perce 
law which explicitly provided for non-combatant #)- 
ternative service for any person “whe by reasou of 
religious training and belief is conscientiously op- 
posed to participation in war in any form” shows 
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roilitary systems with the varied and imperative urg- 
ings of conscience. In 1937 the Oxford Conference, 
which wus more representative of Protestant Chris- 
tendem than any conference since the Reformation, 
declared that the Church “should be opposed to an 
education which teaches men to subordinate them- 
selves to any human force as the final authority—lie 
it the will of the majority, or of a leader, or of on 
absolute State. That is to violate the sanctity of con- 
science, which must be kept responsible to God 
alone.” 

America should be the last country on earth to 
violate that principle. Conscription for military 
training is a test case. 

Advocates of conscription acknowledge that 
uuless this adopted ee teaill be defeated. tie 
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tions into nexapling a es ey permanent pedsce- 
lime conscripltion—ea policy that cannat be justi- 
fied by any process of cool reasoning. 
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Vrite to your Senators and Representatives now, urging them to oppose peacetirae conseriniicn 
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necessary iG tnaintain peace und security after the 


War and that until the post-war international situa- 
tion is clarified. this country should not depart from 
its tradition which has always opposed conscription 
of youth in times of peace. 

It therefore opposes action by Congress at the 
present time on bills providing for post-war com- 
pulzory military training. 

The National Child Labor Committee also be- 
lieves that, before action is taken by Congress on 
this issue which will affect every American home, 
there should be an opportunity for citizen groups 
throughout the country, including men now in mil- 
itary service, to debate the question. It urges that 
the public schools be used as meeting places where 
¥ deople and adults may discuss this matter, 
fr. . ail angles, formulate their opinions, and ex- 
press them to their elected representatives. (May, 


1921). 


The Post-War World Council: 


The Post-War World Council records its opposi- 
tion to pending Icgislation providing for compul- 
sory, peacetime, military training and service on 
the following grounds: 

(1) Post-war conscription will make war econ- 
omy a permanency. Tt is one way of evading the 
responsibility of this country’s taking the necessary 
lonc-ierm and construclive measures to harness our 
wrcductive capacity for the destruction of poverty. 
Its acceptance means the substitution of a military 
and armament economy far one that is democrat- 
ically controlled. Its maintenance means production 
of gangs, tanks, military clothes, and equip:ment 
insite ot houses, schools, hospitals, and tood. 

e d-feat for an expanding economy of 


' abundance. 


(2) Enactment of post-war conscription means 


- we are admitting now, while we still fight, thal we 


have folk te keen cur promise of a brave new 
world. We serve notice on the world that our faith 


(in the post-war period resis, not on international 


collaboration, but on our own miltary might. It 


‘ means that we are preparing the blueprint for im- 


-_perialist adventure and for the next war to protect 
‘ that imperialism. 


(34 Acceptance of post-war conscription means 
retrecression of educational freedom. Our schools 
uid colleges will have to he geared to creating an 
adautability te blind ohedience and rizid discipline 
rather than education for democracy. 

(4) Post-war conscription means the forging of 
a pe werl ul weapon against free labor. “History “has 


other countries to break sirines by galiing ritic.. 
to arms. There are powerful and articulate groups 
in the United States thet would welcome so con- 
venient a method of throttling trade union activity. 


(5) Compulsory military training and service 
cout more deeply imbed into the pattern of our 
society the racial discriminalinn so characteristic 
of the military caste system. The well-known Jim 
Crow pattern of the armed forces will influence every 
boy who lives under its conditions for a period 
during his formative years immediately after high 
school. 

{6} This country’s adoption of peacetime mil- 
itary conscription for the third time in its history 
will mean our falling back into the vices of the 
European military psychology which we have al- 
ways deprecated and looked down upon. The United 
States has long prided itself upon the fact that we 
offered a refuge to those who fled the obligation of 
military conscript service in the benighted countries 


of euro Re which labored under this ‘handicap. 
(July 14, 1934) 


The Fellowship of Reconcilialion: 
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tion of permanent conscription seitled in war time. 
The proposal to effect such a revolutionary change 
in our American way of life, and to take so drastic 
a step toward total regimentation, should be 
passed upon only alter the most careful democratic 
discussion, which is impossible in war time. We 
must therefore decline to participate in any dis- 


cussion with Government ofhieials as ts provisions 


for CO's in any coulem plated permanent conscrip- 
lion set-up, since this would in a measure encourage 
the idea that we were willing te contemplate and 
acquiesce in such measures. We most earnestly lope 
and pray that all pacifists and religious agencies will 
take the same position. (March 26, 1943) 
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AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMAITTEE 
20 $. 12th St., Priladeiphis 7, Pa. 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 
272? Broadway, New York 25, N. Y, 


METHODIST COMMISSION FOR WORLD FEACE 
740 Rush St., Chveago 12, Uh 


NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR PREVENTION OF WAR 
1613 Eighteenth St., N.W., Washington 6, B, C, 


POST-WAR WORLD COUNCIL 
112 €. 19th St, New York 3, N. Y. 


WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE 
5 Beekman St., New Yor: 5. N.Y. 
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National Edueation ite -GeEtilun und = the 

Americun Association of School Ad:min- 

istrulors, and the Problems and Plana 

Cominittee of the American Council on 

Education: 

(Joint ststernent adopted March 13, 1944.) 

_ Jn our judgment it is unwise to commit the nation 
at this time to a year of universal military service 
for the following reasons: 


(1} Present military necessity-—Under the Selec- 
tive Service Act, the present personnel needs of the 
Armed Forces are being met so far as the nation’s 
resources of manpower permit. It therefore follows 
that the proposed year of compulsory military ser- 
v o be conceived in terms of a post- war, not 
Al... rent, undertaking. No basi¢ change in the pres- 
ent Selective Service System is necessary to provide 

required military personnel, not only for the period 
of the war, but also for the period immediately fol- 
luwing the defeat of our enemies. 

(2) Longtime military necessity—Since the pro- 
posed year of compulsory military service is not a 
question of immediate military necessity, it must be 
appraised in long range terms. In these terms, it is 
clearly impossible at this time ta debate fairly and 
intelligently the question of whether compulsory 
military service is a national military necessity. No 
one can foresee the international stiuation which will 
exist when Germany and Japan are defeated. Neither 
the international political nor the international mil- 
itary situation can be calculated while the war is 
still in progress. Prophecies on this subject and 
debate thereon at this time may prove detrimental 

1 national policy and to the unity of the 
— teu Nations. 


(3) Policing the peace—When this war is over, 


it: may be necessary to maintain a large standing 
army to police the peace, and this may force us to 


edopt compulsory military training. No one is in a 


“neition now, however, to forecast fully the inter- 


national responsibilities that relate to the occupa- 
tion of foreign teriteries. Until the post-war na- 


tional situation is clarified, it seems to us extremely 
unwise and even dangerous to commit the nation to 
such a revolutionary change in fundamental national 
policy as would the establishment of compulsory 


military service. 

(4) The American military tradition — Our 
American democratic tradition is strongly set against 
s large standing army. We, along with the “great 
body of Americans, will support 4 year of com- 
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the safety of the nation requires it. We ate sire- 
servedly for adequate preparedness, but we see great 
dangers in any unnecessary break with our tested 
demucratic tradition respecting compulsory military 
service in times of peace. 

(5) The opinion of the young men now fighting 
the war—The year of proposed military service, if 


adopted will directly affect the children of men who 
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should have a voice in determining the desirability 
and soundness of compulsory military service. Their 
opinions cannot, however, be determined until the 
war is over. This constitutes another strong reason 
for delaying decision until peace has come. 


(6) The nature of the peace—The American peo- 
ple are fighting this war with the high hope that it 


will eventoate in aft andurine neace, We all lnak 
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for measures of internaticnal cooperation which will 
reduce the necessity for pusi-war large scale military 
establishments, If, against the background of these 
great expectations, a year of compulsory military 
training is urged, many Americans will interpret 
such action as a signal for the return of the cynicism 
of the 1920’s or an admission that we shall all con- 
tinue to live in an armed camp and that the hopes of 
amore peacciul world are not to be realized. 


National Congress cf Parents and Teachers: 

We oppose: (1) Any bill providing for the draft- 
ing of 17-year old boys for military service until 
more effective use is made of man and woman power. 
(2) HR 1806, HR 3947, or any like measure com- 
miiting the nation at this time to a program of post- 
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war military training. (May 25, 1944) 


The United States Student Assembly: 
We oppose universal military conscription in 


peacetime. (June 7, 19#4) 


The Preshyterian General Assembly: 

We would record our conviction that no dectsion 
should be made during the war which commits this 
nation to a post-war policy of peacetime military 
conscriplion. (May 30, 1¢4+4) 


‘The United Council of Church Women: 


Believing peacelime conscription to be ee to 
principles ‘both of the’ democratic way of life and 
the Christian belief in the worth and dignity of the 
individual, and believing that all young people 
should have an adequate opportunity to complete 
their education, we urge that Congress take no action 


looking toward the peacetime conscription of youth. 
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i wetneTr 
Church: 

We request Congress lo postpone atic Bao hates 
Jation involving post-war conser; oo until ler 


the war. (May 6, 19-14) *. 
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The Northern Baptist Conventions 


Whereas, our people are now cn: rasiid in a ures 
war which has aroused their feebinesband Dassieng 
to such an extent as to render sober fad i Limp ctial 
thought difhcult; and as 

Whereas, it has been proposed ikgi the nition 
adopt at this time a very marked depa§ure frocn iss 


lone established tradition by approvigg lesislation 


which poe require compulsory peaciaime miliiury 


training 2 
WV ices the adoption of such a pudpusal would 
possibly commit our nation to aor itary p icy 


which would further complicate the dpeiceful end 
cooperative solution of postwar plans for pre -ery- 
ing peace: Therefore be tt a 

Resolved, that we urge that ihe cotpid: tation of 
this proposal be pos stpened until Ate the er of 
hostilities in order that the full impliestiens mv be 


roally and disnassion: ately Cats Wletesis and al a 


national referendum may he held. iMay 76, bout 


The Annual Conference of the ¢ Live of the 

Brethren: “,' 

The sreat principles of equal opp: ee iaity. Tree 
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the deoree to which our governrent te ctina = te 
maintain them. we cannot be blicnd ts Ethe Pye? Tt 
they are violated oceasion ally liv ti wovernoent 


itself and more frequently by the citizenry, Wo re- 
gard with serrow and alarm the sey iaai a tare 


anism directed against Jews, Neore®. Vex! ans, 
and American Japanese: and the eee eB bw 
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American ltfe throuch such prot. «tf as the ‘ay 
prries 
Conscription Bill. (June 11, 1940) e 


The Board of Trustees of the Nitional Child 


Labor Committee: a 

fhe National Child Labar Cr: ke opel ewes 
that the udoplion of compulsory cuivQary tra chs 
for young men under the aze of 19 woe tens pe 
foundly the lives of our youne eps} and sf oa 
not be entered into hastily. Tt beli ves #ihut it i. im- 


Lai 


nozsible to determine now, while we aig in the: 


= 2 

ads 
' 

af were whathar nreivearaes | militares ir. wy cy unt 7 4 


